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Note from the Principal 
 
Hello Otter Families! 
 
Thank you so much to our families for your support of our generous PTO. Not only have they been wonderful partners in 
providing each teacher with extra dollars for additional class materials/supplies, they have also blessed our staff with a won-
derful lunch in recognition for their work with students. Additionally, a beautiful message was sent to staff from a group of 
our wonderful students in the form of a picture collage. Our staff appreciated that and found it quite touching. As we wind 
down the month of December, I just want to give families a heads up about a couple things. First, on Thursday evening, Dr. 
McDaniel will be posting a video message from our staff to our families in lieu of the reverse parade we were hoping to have. 
If your family does not celebrate the season or holidays, you may want to disregard it or view it first prior to watching it as a 
family, as there may be some references to holidays. Second, we will be having a spirit assembly on Friday the 18th, as a culmi-
nation of our spirit weeks. We hope all students can join their classes for this. Finally, be looking for information to come home 
about conferences early in the new year. Our staff always looks forward to the opportunity to share and learn more about 
their students. On behalf of the CRES staff, I want to thank families for your commitment to your children and their educa-
tion. We are so looking forward to the day when our Otters will be returning to campus.  We wish you a restful, healthy and 
enjoyable season. 
 

Warmly, 
Fritz Gere 
Cedar River Elementary, Principal 
 

Next Supply Pick Up is Jan 7th 

  
Virtual PTO General Meeting    
Monday, December 14th at 7pm. 
Link: meet.google.com/ksb-frxm-fbh  

Staff Appreciation Chair  
Volunteer Needed 

We are currently looking for a Staff 
Appreciation Chair to oversee the pro-
gram. We have outlined the events for 
the rest of the year and just need one 
volunteer to schedule and coordinate 
the events. The approximate time re-
quired is 3-4 hours a month or less. If 
you are interested or would like more 

information please reach out to     
president@crespto.net or                
copresident@crespto.net  

Upcoming Events 
 

Clayopatra Art Event - Tonight, 
December 11th, 2020 at 6pm. 
Check your email for details. 
 
Spirit Day @ MOD Pizza - Join 
us on December 17th, 
2020 starting at 10:30 am until 
closing for our MOD Pizza Spirit 
Day. 20% of Sales proceeds will 
be donated to CRES PTO. Please 

order online or over the phone 
and use coupon code GR166613C for 
orders.  
 

PTO NEWS 

Ms. Lisa’s Library Line 
 

Do your students need some 
books for our long break ahead? 
Put a couple of CRES library 
books on hold (directions at-
tached)! No waiting for popular 
books like you would through the 
King County Library.  Contact 
Ms. Lisa if you would like to 
pick them up before our holiday 
break otherwise they’ll be in your 
student’s supply bag in January.  
Happy Reading!                     
lkelley@tahomasd.us 

https://meet.google.com/ksb-frxm-fbh
mailto:president@crespto.net
mailto:copresident@crespto.net
https://cedarriver.tahomasd.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/Image/Instructions%20for%20library%20holds.pdf
https://cedarriver.tahomasd.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_169185/Image/Instructions%20for%20library%20holds.pdf
mailto:lkelley@tahomasd.us
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Counselor Corner 
 

Hello Otter Families, 
Myself and our SEL Para Educators are working hard to provide times where stu-
dents can connect with us and other Otters.  Snack Bunch is still on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 2:30-2:45.  This is a time for students to pop in to 
say hello to me and see other Otters. Connection Corner is Mondays (Lego), 
Wednesdays (Video game talk) and Fridays (Chat time) 11:15- 11:30.  Fifth grade 
Connection Corner is on Mondays from 11:35-11:45. The links are posted on most 
classroom pages. 
Below are some links to helpful resources in our community.   
Maple Valley Food Bank- food, financial and other assistance. 
https://maplevalleyfoodbank.org/get-help/ 
TSD Wellness Supports page- Wellness and community resources.  
https://sites.google.com/tahomasd.us/tsdcounseling/home 
Feel free to contact me if I can be of any support or help.   
I’m available daily from 8:15-3:45. 
 
Kalei McKittrick 
School Counselor CRES 
425-413-5440 
kmckittr@tahomasd.us 

 
Message from 

the Dean 
 
Thank you to all the students 
who have auditioned to guest 
host the morning announce-
ments. I am so fortunate to see 
each of the auditions. Not only 
does it fill my bucket, but I am SO impressed with the quality of the rehearsed lines and engagement from the kids. Keep encour-
aging your students to send them in! The morning announcements on Friday, Dec 18 will be a little longer than normal. They are 
part of our school wide assembly. 

 
Many families have emailed or called regarding staff appreciation for the holidays. If you have something to share 
starting Monday December 7th, you can drop your items off in the wagon in front of the office. Please put the items 
in a well marked plastic or paper bag with their teacher’s name and who it is from. Thank you for the families who 
inquired so we can make sure we have a safe way to drop items off!  
 

December is a diverse month of celebrations from different cultures, religions, personal beliefs, and traditions. I hope you take 
time to celebrate with those close to you in new and unique ways. I am so glad you are part of our Otter community.  
 
Happiest of holidays to you,  
Dr. McDaniel  

Tahoma community members, we need your help. As the 
School Board starts to look at 5 year goals for the district, 
they want to hear the thoughts of students, family mem-
bers, taxpayers, staff, business owners and other stake-
holders in our community as a starting point.  
 
The first step in the process begins with a survey of all community stakeholders. Those who participate 
will be asked to prioritize the four areas they believe are most important for student success and the four 
areas in greatest need of improvement in Tahoma. The survey will be live through Dec. 18. 
 
Step two will be to invite our community to a “Goals 2025 Café,” which is planned for February. 
 
“I’m so excited,” School Board President Tami Henkel said. “This is the beginning of a beautiful thing that 
is going to be created collaboratively with our community.” 
 
Students in grades 5-12, guardians and district employees are all receiving a copy of the survey directly via 
email. If you didn’t receive the survey directly via email, visit                                                              
https://www.surveymonkey.comr/36FC8FS  to participate. 

Attendance 
 

We love how students are academ-
ically engaged in learning! We also 
know there are reasons students 
may miss class or work for a day. 
If your student is going to be ab-
sent, just like a normal school year, 
please contact the attendance line 
at CRoffice@TahomaSD.US or         
425-413-5454 and leave: 
 
1. Your student’s FULL name 
2. Your student’s teacher 
3. Reason for the absence 
4. Date of the absence 
 
Thank you for your help in this 
matter.   

https://maplevalleyfoodbank.org/get-help/
https://sites.google.com/tahomasd.us/tsdcounseling/home
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/36FC8FS

